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WILLIAM STREET, BECKENHAM, ACTION GROUP 
Statement by Member for Roleystone 

MR WHITELY (Roleystone) [12.57 pm]:  I pay tribute to the residents of William Street, Beckenham and the 
members of the William Street Action Group.  For the past decade, residents of suburban William Street have 
suffered intolerable traffic levels while waiting for stages 4 and 5 of the Roe Highway to be completed.  Since 
the early 1990s, Roe Highway has terminated at Welshpool Road, Beckenham and William Street has effectively 
been the link between Roe Highway, Albany Highway and Nicholson Road.  William Street is totally inadequate 
for the function of a major traffic route.  Residents have had to endure excessive noise, exhaust emissions and 
dangerous traffic levels on their suburban street.  William Street’s role as a de facto Roe Highway was scheduled 
to end in 1994.  That would have happened if the Lawrence Labor Government had been re-elected in 1993.  
Unfortunately for the residents of William Street, the Court Government repeatedly broke promises about the 
completion of stages 4 and 5 of Roe Highway.  The residents of William Street, largely without complaint, 
allowed their road to be used for the benefit of the greater community in the mistaken belief that the Court 
Government would honour its promises.  However, their patience ran out in the lead-up to the last election and 
they established a community group called the William Street Action Group, which was effectively led by local 
resident Paul Gane.  The Minister for Planning and Infrastructure last week officially launched the construction 
of stages 4 and 5 of Roe Highway, which will extend Roe Highway from Welshpool Road to Nicholson Road.  
As the Labor Party promised before the election, stage 4 will be completed in 2002 and stage 5 in 2003.  I thank 
the residents of William Street for their patience, as they have suffered great inconvenience for an unacceptably 
long period.  I also thank them for their renewed patience and cooperation while stages 4 and 5 are constructed.  
 


